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ANTHROPOMORPHIC 


On a foreign planet in the year SD 214, Erma is apparently 
marooned and pursued by local authorities after her ship is 
damaged by an explosion of indeterminate cause. Assuming 
a disguise, she finds work as an undocumented worker in an 
outpost which is just short of a forced labor camp. There, she 
comes face to face with a mystery girl who appears to be a 
clone of her. The girl explains that all the fuss has been not 

about apprehending her as much as about find her and making 

a quiet settlement, keeping the lid on a bit of political unrest. 


Captain, this is the woman 
| was looking for. 


Oh, really? * , 


Can | see your card? : 


If she is who she claims 
to be, then she is guilty of 
criminal fraud in establishing 
a false identity statement. 


Since you're not going anywhere, 
we'll get some charges together in the 
next day or two and let you know. 


if I'm right, they'll try to squeeze 
you for my various “fines.” 


What's to stop them? 
The local boss controls all access, 
and the rest of the government is 
so fractured and at odds with 
itself, no one knows or cares what 
goes on here. 


You don't think we could just have they 
shuttle drop in and snatch us up? | 


So, if you don't pay, 
they could find some reason to 
make your life uncomfortable too. 


How did you get here? 


Fly or shuttle? 


F 


ere's too many 
area defense weapons. 


| think we can take advantage of 
the situation to get us out of here 
and safely off planet.But it wil 


expose you to some risk. 


Then we need to 


do a little shopping. 


; : There is an early morning flight to Batu, 
Fig is i — if the nearest city of any consequence 
( asl ‘around here. It's a routine commuter and 


needs only current 1D and credit to get on. 


eee eee ee 


It arrives in Batu just a couple of hours later. 


That's when you'll call up your shuttle and leave here. And after lifting off, 
when you request clearance for return to orbit from regional control, there 
might be a message for you to pop into Batu to confirm an identity, 
and maybe even provide some transportation to a guest of the state. 


That's all you need to know, directly. Can't have you involved in 
conspiracy. And if things go wrong, you can claim plausible deniability. 


Then, either pay the ransom or transmit multiple copies of everything 
you've seen and heard here, including the bombing cover-up 
and this work camp, to the local open nets and the spacer nets, 
With my countersign, there'd be an embargo on this system in an instant. Fy 


ili 


You just take care of yourself, and, 
if possible, get the word out to others. 


| fee J 4s . This place is a trap and 
Wow! But , veryone needs to be warne 


Ww. ial 


So, how much 
1D do you have? 


My ship's cards, some credit cards, ( Needs a picture. 
I've got my Kawhateena idnet. And 
a couple of medical clearance cards. 


| didn't bring a lot. Just a couple of cases. | 


| never had your figure. 


Of course they will, 


Don't be too sure. F 


The bust is not too much 
trouble, but the waist - ? 


Oh, the signs of an 
interesting career. | 


The dye job makes them 
look worse than they are 


How is it that you are so 
matter-of-fact about all of this? 


You have anything 
a bit more forgiving? 


Prewar EDF training 
encouraged thinking 
on one's feet. 


F\| And considering my luck over the years, 
HA this is just another problem to be overcome. 


I'd like a seat on 
next flight to Batu. 


So far, so good. 
Erk, this itches. 


ses 
Here ya go, mam. Have ah nice trip. 


Aha! Off the ground. It's the first step, 
but | won't be happy until | get back to ‘space. 
Hope Teka will be all right. 


Make this little hop, make ~ 
some calls, and we're home free. 
Hey, my seat won't recline. 


I'm dear of the airport and 
no one has stopped me. 
Getting better and better. 


Yeah, we got lucky. 
And what happened fo you? 


| could ask you the same. 
Everyone a’ right? It's a long story, 
but right now | want 


to get off this rock! 


Do we have any friends 
among the authorities? 


Stand by there, | might i 
have something right now. 


I've found our captain and 
would like to get her back. 


Yeah, Erma, they say the local port 
authority there can take care of you. 


The station and trade 
officialdom seem okay. 
And some of the security 
apparatus is anxious 
to wrap it all up. 


Anything else? 


Get hold of whoever can get my identity 
confirmed and clear me out of here. 
There might be some locals with 
charges, trying a shakedown. 


It is my pleasure. Our office prides itself 
taking care of complicated situations. 


There. The shuttle is arriving now. |- 


So, it is true! 
There are two of you. 


Captain Tigh will happy to i 


Now we can get you bac home. 
| hear that I've got you both. f= 


Concealing your identity, 
making false statements 
in claiming another identity, 
and doing so for unauthorized 
travel out of a controlled area. 


It's interesting that anyone off 
the street with a good skill card and no 
ID can get a free ride down to Vertana, 


| suspect social services central would 
be very interested in the operation. 
As would system revenue. 


LS F 
All the choice consumer goods. They've got to be from off planet, 
likely through this space port. And I'd bet without any import faxes. 


Very creative, but you're not going to be able to prove it from lock-up. 
And central is very respectful of local jurisdictions, so don't expect any 

outside intervention.Of course, for the right considerations, these charges 
could be overlooked, providing everyone agrees to some important paperwork. 


They would have either taken 
us for everything we had - 
Or taken the money, then 

charged us with bribery as well. 


Right now, our best bet is to just sit 
and wait. People know we're here. 
om : 


th, 


Sounds a bit like my upbringing, 
except for hierarchies. 


Erma - now that we have some time, 
what can you tell me about yourself 


| mean, who are you? Not your — — 
accomplishments, but your character? a 
Social classes are very important. 
Especially among the ruling class. 
Well, | figure my experiences 
make up my character. 


~ And responsibility, noblesse oblige, and all that. 
ee © 4 P79 The ruler of the people becomes the servant of the people 
| was raised Dornthantii, meaning strong civic responsibility.) § |‘ 
Not very hierarchical, but social conduct very im 


See 


es 


My father was EDF, 
1 and that's all he could 
| ever see me as. 
Pilot officer Felina to be. 
My mom, she just 
wanted something 
closer to normal. 
She always hated 
the military life. i 
Now, I'm a spacer, Just looking for business? 
just looking for business. 


| saw you. Given the chance, 
you'd purge the whole 
system of its corruption, 

single-handed if you had to. 


Sir, there is another inquiry 
from central revenue. 


This is Chak, security head of central revenue. | have 

not been able to stop the persistent rumors of contraband 

traffic coming out of your operation. Normally, | could care 
less, but I'm under pressure for good answers or 

to chop, so open your mouth or loosen your collar. 


What? isi Takan, 
after some more grease? 


No, | don't know if it's the real Felna, 
but the story just won't die. 


| don't care what the security 
directorate says, our attempts 
to stifle the net traffic 
are only making us look 


} - and on the southern peninsula, government 
| inspectors are examining a private development 
firm that may have employment 

security service referrals in its operation. 


And denying the existence of the opposition is becoming 0 eke. | want 
the head of the BPIO out of jail and on the net by local prime time. 


Ahright you two, get dressed. Lady Teka, Hon. Felna, | am Emeria Khau, 
oe representing the office of the governor. 


We wish to offer you a formal apology for 
the execrable conduct of our regional officials. 
The office of the governor also wishes to 
provide direct compensation for acts against 
your persons and special consideration to any 
enterprise you may want to conduct in 
Denotah space. 


c. : 1 Yes, the House of Ardehab 
” Secretary Khaw.” Pad__Wil be very grateful 


an 


 Fcould see spending some 


: more time appreciating the sights. | 
For my part, personal compensation is not important, : get 0 poset get o pol 
but there is some nanotech we could talk about. _ : os : 


And that's bow | mel Auntie Teka 


Systems more than a jump or 
week or more. A month 


Dr. Kalahahaii, | am Bob, coordinating a special 
trip for some key Enchawa people. Please be 
packed and ready to leave planet in one hour. 


| am told that all your questions will 
be answered when we are under way. 


*Albedo voi2 nri0 


Please find your quarters and 


secure for immediate departur Where might they be? 


HELLO DR. KALAHAHAIL YOU AREIN 17D] | 
BE ADVISED, WE WILL BE GOING TO | 
14 METERS IN JUST A FEW MINUTES. 


WARNING WARNING WARNING THE SHIP WILL 


NOW BEGIN INCREASING ACCELERATION 
TO 14 METERS PER SECOND. PLEASE 
KEEP ALL NONESSENTIAL ACTIVITY TO A 
MINIMUM. THERE IS A MESSAGE FOR YOU. 


As we have much to do, | will be brief. 
We have just received word that ILR 
forces have struck at Annah, Dornthant. 


go): 
= 4 ha = 

fj 4 
} With the threat of other strikes, we are en route to F- 

a more secure location where we have a research 

ation, studying material from the Ish Tako discovery. 

You know | was on the initial team there. 
Other than supplemental analysis and development 


There was more than what was revealed to 
you at the time. The EDF had its own agenda 
and kept portions of their discoveries secret. 


potential, | though we had covered it pretty well. 


Even more than the conversion drive? 


They found more remains. 
At least three individuals. 
Largely similar to the body you found. 


However, they seem to have been both genetically 
engineered and physically modified. They were 
bred for physical uniformity and had nanotech 
infestations which maintained inorganic reinforcements 
throughout their bodies. Apparently they were 
specialized for living permanently on board space ships. 


